
DEAR SHAREHOLDER

The past year represented a milestone year for AngloGold Ashanti – one
in which we believe we delivered on a number of restructuring
commitments that have positioned us well as we look to the future. As
gold continues its strong price performance we have continued to
remodel our operations, the balance sheet and our management to help
position us to deliver increasing and sustainable value to our
shareholders through 2009 and beyond.

Gold has performed remarkably well over the difficult second half of
2008 and into 2009 in the face of the international financial crisis and
market volatility. Against the trend that many might have anticipated,
gold has held its ground in the face of a strengthening US dollar,
sharp falls in the prices of oil and other key commodities, and
declining inflation. Even as gold jewellery demand has fallen in
response to the economic crisis, investment demand for gold (and
gold shares) has increased. This demand is driven by gold’s status as
a safe haven amidst the uncertainties caused by the worldwide
financial crisis and fears regarding the possible consequences of
government interventions to support banks and stimulate consumer
demand.

External economic developments and a range of corporate challenges
tested our company to the fullest extent. But under Mark Cutifani’s first
full year at the helm of AngloGold Ashanti, these challenges were
fully met. 

Mark has truly reinvigorated this company, positioning it to take full
advantage of the opportunities which lie ahead. The year saw a
further remodelling of the executive management, designed to
enhance project and technical performance and thus growth in
earnings. The team has consistently delivered on forecasts regarding
operational performance.

Nowhere can we be more gratified at the manner in which we have met
our challenges than in respect of the improved safety performance. We
regret deeply the 14 deaths which occurred in accidents at our
operations around the world. Yet we are pleased with the significant
improvement over the 34 deaths in 2007, and hope that this trend will
continue. I would like to pay tribute to Mark Cutifani and all the
company’s employees for their collective dedication that achieved this
improvement.

Chairman’s
letter

Annual Report 2008  – 6 –

2002
Sale of Free State operations

2002
Interest in Cerro Vanguardia increased to 92.5%

HIGHLIGHTS 1998 – 2008



Annual Report 2008  – 7 –

The company took a major step to improve its exposure to the strong gold price following the $1.7 billion rights
offer in July. This capital raising allowed the company to make significant inroads into its hedge book. During
2008 the number of committed ounces was reduced by 47% from 11.28 million ounces to 5.99 million ounces.
Assuming a prevailing gold price of $900 per ounce it is expected that the average realised price in 2009 will
be at a discount to spot of approximately 6%. 

A further major financial event of 2008 for AngloGold Ashanti was the signing of a $1 billion Syndicated Term
Loan Facility Agreement (term facility) with Standard Chartered Bank to refinance our convertible bond, which
was redeemed in February 2009. We were extremely pleased to have secured the refinancing during a time of
almost unprecedented market uncertainty and scarcity of liquidity, and are grateful to Standard Chartered for
this commitment to the company. 

On the exploration front, we were pleased to announce during the year one of the most significant new gold
discoveries of the current era, at La Colosa in Colombia, which enabled us to add 12.9 million ounces of gold
to our resources base.

The company took a number of steps to restructure its asset portfolio in order to add value. In May, AngloGold
Ashanti completed the transaction with B2Gold Corp in terms of which B2Gold acquired from AngloGold
Ashanti additional interests in certain mineral properties in Colombia and, in exchange, AngloGold Ashanti
acquired an interest of 15.9% in the issued share capital of that company. In July, AngloGold Ashanti finalised
the transaction in terms of which it acquired 100% of the Golden Cycle Gold Corporation, which owned a
33.33% stake in the company’s Cripple Creek & Victor mine (CC&V), now wholly owned. And in December we
completed the purchase of São Bento Gold Company Limited and its wholly-owned subsidiary, São Bento
Mineração S.A. from Eldorado Gold Corporation. 

Finally, after year-end, the company’s one-third share of Boddington mine was sold to majority owner Newmont
for a total consideration of up to approximately $1.1 billion and an agreement reached with Simmer & Jack for
the sale of AngloGold Ashanti’s Tau Lekoa mine and adjacent project areas. These transactions will strengthen
the balance sheet and position the company well for further growth.

Mrs Elisabeth Bradley retired from the board of AngloGold Ashanti at the annual general meeting of
shareholders held on Tuesday, 6 May 2008. She served on the board with distinction since the formation of
AngloGold in 1998, and we express our deep gratitude for her years of service. Mr Simon Thompson resigned
from the board with effect from 28 July 2008, having served since 2004. His profound insights will be missed,
and we wish him well for the future.

2008 also marked the tenth anniversary of AngloGold Ashanti’s formation. The group has come a long way in
its first decade, and stands poised for a new era of growth, as it seeks vigorously to exploit its pipeline of
projects and to manage the undoubted challenges it faces. We now have a very high-quality management team
under new leadership, and I am confident at the prospect of launching AngloGold Ashanti successfully into its

Yours sincerely
Russell Edey 
Chairman
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Sale of various uneconomic assets 

2004
Business combination with Ghanaian company
Ashanti Goldfields concluded – name changed
to AngloGold Ashanti

second decade, despite the challenging times which lie ahead both at home and abroad. 


