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16 March 2009 
 

AngloGold Ashanti announces party political donations for South Africa’s 2009 election 
 

The board of AngloGold Ashanti has approved the donation of a total of R4 million to a number of 
parties competing in South Africa’s 2009 general election. The apportionment of the available funding 
is as follows: 
 

African National Congress         R2,000,000 
Democratic Alliance                         R   800,000 
Congress of the People                   R   500,000 
Inkatha Freedom Party                   R   500,000 
Independent Democrats                  R   100,000 
United Democratic Movement         R   100,000 

 

The decision was made within the framework of the company’s policy on political donations, which was 
approved by the board in 2003.   
 

This policy states that the company’s purpose in funding political parties is: 
 to support democracy rather than its own interests;  
 to promote political competition, public scrutiny of policy- and law-making, and the exercise of 

executive power; and  
 to encourage a policy-making environment in which there is a healthy and robust competition 

of ideas. 
 

The criteria for determining the distribution of available funds is set out in the policy. It states, among other things, 
that recipients should posses “a capacity to contribute meaningfully to democratic political debate, and to the 
generation of policy ideas for public consideration and choice; and a capacity to contribute constructively to 
building a culture of executive accountability and parliamentary oversight.” 
 

These criteria require the board to make certain value judgments. The board took the view that a robust 
democracy depends on the existence of a relatively small number of stronger parties rather than a large number 
of tiny ones, and hence decided to limit donations to parties that, in its judgment, meet these criteria.  
 

It also maintained the position that, given the rationale of the policy, the amount distributed to opposition parties 
should be at least 50% of the total. 
 

A sub-committee of the board comprising the South African independent non-executive directors debated these 
matters, and their recommendation was approved by the full board.   
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Certain statements made in this communication, including, without limitation, those concerning AngloGold Ashanti’s strategy to reduce its 
gold hedging position including the extent and effects of the reduction, the economic outlook for the gold mining industry, expectations 
regarding gold prices, production, cash costs and other operating results, growth prospects and outlook of AngloGold Ashanti’s operations, 
individually or in the aggregate, including the completion and commencement of commercial operations of certain of AngloGold Ashanti’s 
exploration and production projects and completion of acquisitions and dispositions, AngloGold Ashanti’s liquidity and capital resources, 
including its intentions and ability to refinance its $1 billion convertible bond, and expenditure and the outcome and consequences of any 
pending litigation proceedings, contain certain forward-looking statements regarding AngloGold Ashanti’s operations, economic performance 
and financial condition. Although AngloGold Ashanti believes that the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are 
reasonable, no assurance can be given that such expectations will prove to have been correct. Accordingly, results could differ materially 
from those set out in the forward-looking statements as a result of, among other factors, changes in economic and market conditions, 
success of business and operating initiatives, changes in the regulatory environment and other government actions, fluctuations in gold 
prices and exchange rates, and business and operational risk management. For a discussion of such factors, refer to AngloGold Ashanti's 
annual report for the year ended 31 December 2007, which was distributed to shareholders on 31 March 2008, and report to shareholders 
for the quarter and nine months ended 30 September 2008, which was distributed to shareholders on 30 October 2008. AngloGold Ashanti 
undertakes no obligation to update publicly or release any revisions to these forward-looking statements to reflect events or circumstances 
after today’s date or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events.  All subsequent written or oral forward-looking statements attributable 
to AngloGold Ashanti or any person acting on its behalf are qualified by the cautionary statements herein. 
 
AngloGold Ashanti posts information that is important to investors on the main page of its website at www.anglgoldashanti.com and under 
the “Investors” tab on the main page.  This information is updated regularly.  Investors should visit this website to obtain important 
information about AngloGold Ashanti. 


